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What is an ERA-NET?

 ERA-NET = European Research Area Network 

 Introduced by European Commission since Framework 

Programme FP 6

 The objective is 

 to develop and strengthen European Research Areas 

 by facilitating and funding practical initiatives 

 to coordinate regional, national and European research 

programmes in specific fields.
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Funding of an ERA-NET

 ERA-NET

 European Commission funds 

 coordination, management and networking actions

NO research

 Partner countries fund

 research calls

 ERA-NET +

 European Commission funds additionally up to 33% 

of research projects 
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How many ERA-NETs exist?

 http://netwatch.jrc.ec.europa.eu/nw/

 Today  74 active networks and 62 concluded networks
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What is the ERA-NET ICT-AGRI?

Coordination of European Research within Information and 

Communication Technologies (ICT) and Robotics in 

Agriculture and Related Environmental Issues

 Participants: 18 partners and 12 observers

from 20 countries

Duration: May 2009 to July 2013

 Funding: 2.3 Mio. €

Website: http://ict-agri.eu

Meta Knowledge Base | Support tool for successful knowledge exchange and  networking

Martin Holpp et al | © Agroscope Reckenholz-Tänikon Research Station ART



6

Why do we need ICT-AGRI?

Overall goal is an environmentally sustainable and 

economically profitable agriculture; successfully facing the 

challenges of a growing world population and climate change.

 Already today progress is mainly achieved by using ICT and 

automation technologies  compare gold and silver medals at 

agricultural trade fairs Agritechnica and Eurotier in Hanover.

Research activities are regionally and thematically scattered.

 ICT-AGRI links cross-thematically ICT, agriculture & 

environment in order to create efficient conditions for 

trans-European research activities
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What are the procedures?
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Mapping/analysis 

of research

Research 

call

Research 

call

Developing strategic research agenda

Establishing & maintaining cross-thematic network
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Key issues to solve
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Access & link

 researchers & developers

 current and future research projects, activities & ideas

 cross-thematically ICT, agriculture & environment

 Setup of

ICT-AGRI Meta Knowledge Base (MKB)
http://db-ictagri.eu

http://db-ictagri.eu/
http://db-ictagri.eu/
http://db-ictagri.eu/
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Meta Knowledge Base - Homepage
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Profile details
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 Personal profiles for users  
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Profile details
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Affiliation profiles for organisations, companies, networks, 

associations, etc. 
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Profiles – find and be found
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Profiles – find and be found
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Research Postings
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 Postings are about research results, ongoing research, 

automated machines and equipment, robots, software, online 

services, standards, etc. 
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Quick search by 

 research category

 product category

 country

Research Postings – find and be found
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 Advanced Search by

many parameters

 individual weighthing

Research Postings – find and be found
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Research Postings – find and be found
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Inform and debate – Users’ Forum 
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Currently under development
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 Topics section

Collection of profiles and postings related to a specific 

subject. Topics works very much like favourites in your 

browser, as it is way to easily store interesting items for later 

use. 

Hearings section

 Tool to collect experts and stakeholders feedback on 

specific topics like strategic research agenda etc.
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Resume of Meta Knowledge Base
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 ICT-AGRI Meta Knowledge Base

 contributes to a joint pool of knowledge on ICT, 

automation and robotics in agriculture. 

 allows to find partners and to be found for the establishing 

of international R&D consortia for ICT-AGRI Calls as well as 

other projects and initiatives.

 currently hosts 390 registered users, 339 profiles and 61 

postings.
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Prepare for upcoming calls & projects!
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 ICT-AGRI Meta Knowledge Base is as good as you make it, 

thus make it live and

Sign up today!

MKB http://db-ictagri.eu Newsletter http://ict-agri.eu/

 Send us your feedback and suggestions for improvements.

http://db-ictagri.eu/
http://db-ictagri.eu/
http://db-ictagri.eu/
http://ict-agri.eu/
http://ict-agri.eu/
http://ict-agri.eu/

